AFRICA WEEK

Africa’s Global Challenge Sept. 17–21, 2013


20 Years of the New South Africa:
Visions and Vagaries
Tues., Sept. 17  7 p.m.
International Center Commons
Speaker: Dr. Hein Willemse, Department of Afrikaans, University of Pretoria

9th Annual African Film Weekend
Fri., Sept. 20 – Sat., Sept. 21
Robins School of Business  Ukrop Auditorium
Presenter: Dr. Rachel Gabara
Associate Professor of French, Department of Romance Languages, University of Georgia
Friday, Sept. 20

Saturday, Sept. 21

La Pirogue
3 & 7 p.m.
Fiction, Senegal, 2012 (87 min.)
Moussa Touré, Director

St. Louis Blues
(Un Transport En Commun)
8:30 a.m.
Fiction, France and Senegal, 2009 (48 min.)
Dyana Gaye, Director

Baye Lamine is a seasoned fisherman who reluctantly and illegally
takes a group of 30 African men in
a pirogue to undertake the treacherous crossing of the Atlantic Ocean to
Spain where they believe better lives
and opportunities are waiting for them. The film was
presented at the 2012 Cannes Festival and received
the Bronze Stallion at the 2013 FESPACO Festival.

It’s late summer in Senegal and a cab
driver hits the highway taking passengers from Dakar south to Saint Louis
along the coast. The passengers get
to know one another while we get to
know the African landscape in this
musical comedy. As the taxi rolls on towards its destination the driver picks up additional passengers and each
rider on board takes the opportunity to tell others about
themselves using songs to share their stories. St. Louis
Blues has been screened at several festivals in Toronto,
Locarno, Dubai, and Créteil, France.

Land Rush
9:45 a.m.
Documentary, Cameroon, 2012 (58 min.)
Hugo Berkeley and Osvalde Lewat,
Directors

For more information, visit mlc.richmond.edu.

Land Rush describes the trials African
farmers experience with the arrival
of wealthy, foreign investors in the
industry of agribusiness. Malian cotton
growers’ fate is linked to powerful
financial and decision-making cartels.
Is their arrival a relief to farmers pressured into selling
their land or a new form of faceless colonialism fed on
the eagerness for money? The film is in English, French,
and Bambara with English subtitles.

Indochina, Traces of a Mother
(Indochine, sur les traces d’une mere)
11 a.m.
Documentary, France, Benin, and Vietnam,
2012 (71 min.)
Idrissou Mora Kpai, Director
Through the story of Christophe, a
58-year-old Afro-Vietnamese man, the
film tells the story of African colonial
soldiers fighting for the French in Indochina. Between 1946 and 1954, over
60,000 African soldiers were enlisted
by the French to fight in Vietnam. Many of the children
born of marriages between the Vietnamese women and
soldiers were shipped back to Africa by the colonial army
after the war, never again to see their mothers. What
does Christophe discover in retracing his past and
identity? French with English subtitles.

Grey Matter (Matière Grise)
1:30 p.m.
Fiction, Rwanda, 2011 (100 min.)
Kivu Ruhorahoza, Director
Balthazar is a young Rwandese
filmmaker who wants to produce his
first film on the genocide entitled, The
Cycle of the Cockroach. Balthazar is
having trouble getting funding for his
venture and as a result he borrows
money from a loan shark. The film interrogates the
nature of political violence and cycle of horrific events
hardly unique to Rwanda. The film is in Kinyarwanda and
French with English subtitles.

